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Sir: 



This communication is responsive to the Notice of Allowance dated July 29, 2003 
concerning the above-referenced patent application. 

The Examiner stated the following: 

With regard to claims 1-45: none of the references of record prior 
to applicant's filing date discloses, teaches, or suggests a method 
for determining the amount of charge which can still be drawn 
from an energy storage battery comprising, inter alia, the steps of 
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calculating a resistance difference characteristic variable utilizing 
the measured voltage/current value pairs; and determining of the 
amount of charge which can still be lo drawn from the energy 
storage battery utilizing the resistance difference characteristic 
variable. 



With regard to claim 46: none of the references of record prior to 
applicant's filing date discloses, teaches, or suggests an energy 
storage battery having measurement means and processor- 
controlled evaluation means configured to carry out a method 
comprising, inter alia, the steps of calculating a resistance 
difference characteristic variable utilizing the measured 
voltage/current value pairs; and determining of the amount of 
charge which can still be lo drawn from the energy storage battery 
utilizing the resistance difference characteristic variable. 

This communication is responsive to the Notice of Allowance dated October 18, 2004 
concerning the above-referenced patent application. 
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